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THE 
Hoard of Crade Journal. 
Vol. XXVIII.] February 1, 1900. [No. 166. 


WEEKLY ISSUE OF THE “BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL.” 
The ‘Board of Trade Journal,” established in 1886, is now 
issued weekly, instead of monthly, at the price of one penny. 


PRINCIPAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 
The principal publications of the Board of Trade will be found in 
a list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and among these  publi- 


cations attention is especially drawn to those referred to in the 
following notice. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation 
of the United Kingdom for the month of December, 1899, and 
the twelve months ended 31st December, 1899, have been pub- 
lished. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
. month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 8d.) 

per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1898 may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 1}d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1894 to 1898 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. 

FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 

For a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series, issued by the Foreign Office, and the Reports issued 
by the Colonial Office, see p. 292. 

RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 

Annual Report of the Chief Inspector of Factories and Workshops 
for the year 1898. Part II. Reports. (Cd. 27.) Price 2s, dd. 

This is the second and concluding part of the Annual Report on 
Factories and Workshops for 1898, the statistical records of the 
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work of the Factory Department in 1898, having been published in 
April last as Part I. of this Report. The present volume contains 
returns as to accident rates, “ penal compensation,” outworkers and 
overtimes, as well as special reports by the medical inspector and 
principal lady inspector. 

Appended to the Report is a summary of the Third Annual 
Return of the Persons Employed in Factories and Workshops. 
This return, which relates to the year 1897, gives the results of an 
enquiry undertaken by the Home Office, which was practically 
equivalent to an industrial census of the whole of the United 
Kingdom, embracing nearly 4,500,000 workpeople of both sexes. 

Annual Report of the Local Government Board for Ireland. 
(C. 9480.) Price 4s. 103d. 

This is the twenty-seventh Annual Report issued by the Local 
Government Board for Ireland under “The Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Act, 1872.” A large portion of this volume is 
occupied with matters relating to the coming into operation of the 
Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898. 

Gas Undertakings. Return relating to all Authorised Gas Under- 
takings in the United Kingdom other than those of Local Authorities 
for the year 1898. (338.) Price 9d. 

This is an Annual Return issued by the Board of Trade, contain- 
ing statistics as to the Gas Companies of the United Kingdom. 
It deals with 439 authorised gas undertakings, which between them 
in 1898 supplied 1,670,847 consumers, and lighted 319,007 public 
lamps, the total number of cubic feet of gas sold, including water 
gas, being 80,077,717,158. 

Gas Undertakings (Local Authorities). Return relating to all 
Authorised Gas Undertakings in the United Kingdom belonging to 
Local Authorities for the year ended 25th March, 1899. (339.) 
Price 53d. 

This Return, issued annually by the Board of Trade, shows that 
in the United Kingdom 222 local authorities engage in the 
manufacture of gas for lighting purposes, &c. In 1898 1,578,291 
consumers were supplied with gas by local authorities, 247,857 
public lamps were lighted. The amount of gas sold by local 
authorities was 47,287,359,587 cubic feet, including water gas and 
acetylene gas. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 
The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
India. Tenders from such persons as may be willing 

to supply 

1. Rails and fishplates. 

2. Wrought iron spikes for rails. 

3. Crossings and switches. 

4. Steelwork, &c., for a raised reservoir. 
The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to 
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the Director General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S.W., 
and tenders are to be delivered at that office by 2 o’clock p.m., on 
Tuesday, the 6th February, 1900, after which time no tenders will 
be received. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the enquiries relating to Canadian 
Enquiries trade received at the Canadian Government 
: Offices in London during the week ending 26th 
relating to Cane 5 anuary. Further particulars may be obtained 

dian Trade. at the above offices, Victoria Street, S.W. 

Home Enquiries—Enquiry has been made on behalf of an 
importing firm for the names of reliable shippers of Canadian 
fruit pulps. 

A party desiring to import wood powder in quantities of 5,000 
to 10,000 tons per annum wishes to get into communication with 
Canadian producers. 

A wholesale brush manufacturer has been asked to supply a 
quantity of Canadian-made brushes, and has asked to be referred 
to a London agent who could submit prices. 


Canadian Enquiries—A correspondent at Sudbury, Ontario, 
wishes to find a market for spathic iron ore carrying 25 per cent. of 
metallic iron and 24 per cent. carbonate of manganese. 

Enquiry has again been received for names of English pur- 
chasers of hop poles from a firm at Halifax, Nova Scotia, which is 
in a position to ship. 

A Montreal firm desire to have the names of some of the prin- 
cipal butter and cheese dealers in the United Kingdom. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Section of the Imperial Institute, from the Curator of which Section 
further particulars may be obtained. 

Home Enquiries—A Welsh firm desires immediate quotations 
for 150,000 — or whitewood boxes. 


Tops .. aie pa 18 in. by 11 in. by xe in. 
Sides.. “sa ok 18 in. by 9 in. by #7 te in. 
Ends.. Pn * 10 in. by 9 in. by {% in. 


Prices c.i.f. London. Delivery i in London before 31st May next. 

A London firm of merchants wishes to hear from Canadian 
shippers of spruce and poplar pulp-wood. They have orders for 
several cargoes for shipment during coming summer. 

A London house states that they are in an excellent position to 
handle quantities of Canadian “amber” and other mica, and 
invite offers, 

A Midlands manufacturer seeks exporters of Canadian hard- 
wood ready for turning. 
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Canadian Enquiries——A Toronto correspondent, with 15 years’ 
experience of the trade, seeks agency of manufacturer of engineers’ 
and plumbers’ brass goods. 


RUSSIA. 


According to information received from Finland, the large ship- 

Machine Tools in ee firm of William Crichton and Co., of 

Finland. 0, are contemplating extensive _improve- 

ments in their shops for which they will require 

a number of large tools. The New York “ Journal of Commerce ” 

states that German, Belgian and English makers almost exclusively 
control the machinery field in this part of Russia. 


The results of the geodetic commission appointed two years ago by 
the military commander of Northern Turkestan 


bee“ have just been published in Russia. The Phila- 
in Turkestan. delphia “‘ Manufacturer” is of opinion that the 


portion of the work which will prove of the 
greatest interest to manufacturers is that which deals with the petro- 
leum deposits of that region. Hitherto these deposits have been 
exploited in a perfunctory way and according to most primitive 
methods, the produce of the wells being chiefly sent to Persia. 
Ever since the connection of Samarkand with the outside world by 
means of the Trans-Caucasian Railway, the great possibilities of 
this region have attracted the notice of Russian and foreign 
capitalists. It seems that the immediate future will see a 
considerable development of the mineral oil industry in Turkestan. 
The moment, therefore, according to the “ Manufacturer,” is 
opportune for the presentation of offers for all appliances used in 
connection with oil wells. 


NETHERLANDS. 


The United States Consul at Batavia says in a recent 1eport that 
there has lately been established in the city of 
Samarang, a bicycle factory, which is having 
considerable success locally, though not many of 
the machines have as yet been seen in Batavia. 

The name of the concern is the Rijwiel Fabriek Insulinde, and 
the method is to import the different parts of the machines from 
Germany and put them together in Java. Besides the manager 
and book-keeper, who are Dutchmen, there are two German skilled 
workmen, who have under them a number of natives. The machine 
is a good one and sells for about 141. The racers weigh about 18 
to 20 Ibs and the roadsters about 25 to 35 lbs. 

They have succeeded in getting the best part of the bicycle 
trade of Samarang and the immediate neighbourhood and are now 


Bicycles in 
Java. 
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advertising for agents to represent them in the different parts of 
Netherlands-India. 

The Consul adds :— 

“ It seems to me, however, that this ought not to alarm manu- 
facturers as they ought to be able to sell a good medium-grade 
wheel here for less than 14/., and make a reasonable profit. 

“Speaking of bicycles leads me to say that this is the very 
finest kind of a country for automobiles, as the roads are good, and 
owing to the bad climate the wear and tear on horseflesh is very great. 
At present there are only two in the Island—of what make 
I do not know. Iam convinced that it would pay to introduce 
them. An active and capable agent should be sent out who could 
spend some time in giving exhibitions and showing people what a 
saving of horseflesh they would be. Power is cheap here, as water 
is abundant and fuel and labour reasonable in price.” 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 

from Her Majesty’s Consul at Amsterdam, stat- 

Poe tay ing that tenders are invited by the Ministry 

3 for the Colonies, on Wednesday, the 14th Feb- 

Bridges. ruary, for the supply of metal superstructures 

of 118 bridges for light railways in Java, including bolts, chairs, 

screws, &c., cast and wrought iron, and girders. 

Printed conditions are obtainable from the booksellers, M. Nyhoff, 

The Hague, at a cost of 14 florins for all the descriptions. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 

According to the “ Révue d’Orient” negotiations which have been 
New Industrial C2'Tied on for some time past between the 
Undertehiag ta Hungarian Government and a manufactory of 

silk goods in Zurich for the purpose of estab- 

Hungary. lishing a similar undertaking in Hungary have 

reached a satisfactory termination. The building of the new factory, 

which is situated in the neighbourhood of Budapest, will be com- 
menced in March next. 


TURKEY. 

The following notes concerning openings for trade in Turkey, are 

, taken from correspondence addressed to the 

— for «Bulletin Commercial” of Brussels from Vienna. 

Agricultural Machinery.—The agricultural 

bank of Monastir intends, it appears, to purchase a few agricultural 

machines of various kinds, in order that their use may become 

better known in the agricultural circles of the district. Agents of 

Russian manufacturing firms are already seeking orders in the 
province. 

Manufucture of Fez.—A certain Osman Dewisch, a wholesale 
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merchant, is about to establish a fez manufactory in Salonica. 
He is, it appears, negotiating with several Albanian capitalists 
who will put at his disposal the capital necessary to commence 
the undertaking. The machinery and materials for the con- 
struction of the works, and the raw material for the manufacture 
of fez, will have free entry into Turkey for fifteen years. It also 
appears that the construction will commence at once. 

Rugs and Rain-proof Coverings—Since November last, some 
Austrian firms have been exporting to Turkey rugs and rainproof 
clothes to cover carriages and beasts of burden. These articles, 
the rugs especially, are in great demand in Salonica and in 
Macedonia. 


MEXICO. 


The United States Consul at Progreso reports that, by reason of the 
‘ resent high price of sisal hemp, the principal 
article of export for the district, 
Material. Yucatan is enjoying a season of great prosperity. 
Many commercial and other schemes are being projected, 
particularly in railroad and kindred enterprises. Every one of 
the present railroad companies is commencing to purchase large 
quantities of rolling stock, rails, &c. Several new railroads are 
planned, with every prospect of success. The following is a 
list of the various companies that are purchasing or intend to 
purchase materials for their respective lines: Merida a Peto 
Ferrocaril, Rodulfo Canton, president; Merida a Progreso Via 
Ancha, Joaquin Peon, president; Merida a Tamal, Joaquin Peon, 
president ; Merida a Vallidolid Via Angosta, General Francisco 
Canton, president ; Sud Oriental de Yucatan, Rafael Peon y Losa, 
president ; Electric Light Company of Merida (Compania de Luz 
Electrica de Merida), Rafael Peon, president. 


PERU. 


It is reported in the New York “Journal of Commerce” that 
a enquiries are frequently arriving from Cuzco, 
Machinery. concerns in the interior of that country. These 
machines, merchants say, have to be arranged in small sections in 
order to enable them to be made up in packages of not over 
75 kilogrammes (165 pounds) for transportation on the backs of 
mules. Manufacturers in sending printed matter to that country 
should state whether the respective machinescan be prepared for mule 
transportation. In this way a considerable saving of time can be 
effected, and this slight explanation will help to sell the machines, 
which otherwise would not be ordered. 
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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT IN RUSSIA. 


The state of Russian industry is interesting generally, on 
account of the exceptional headway which manufacturers have 
lately made, and also on account of the difficulties that have arisen 
in connection with the fact that the mining and metallurgical 
industries have not succeeded in supplying the requirements of the 
country in pig iron and combustibles. 

The following figures, which show the growth of industrial 
production in Russia during the 20 years noted, were given in a 
recent number of the “ Journal de St. Petersbourg ” :— 


| 1877. | 1887. | 1892. | 1897. 


Millions of Roubles. 


1, Textile industry ... 297°7 464-2 5816 
2. Comestibles 17-0 37-99 47°9 | 95°7 
‘8. Animal products ... 67-7 79°6 132°0 
5. Paper 12.7 21:0 25°5 | 45°5 
6. Chemicals ... 10°5 21°5 59°6 
7. Earthenware andtiles ... ou 20-4 29.0 32°3 82°6 
8. Metal ware sus 89-3 112°6 162°3 310°6 
9. Other industries ... 86 10°4 19°5 41:0 

541 802 1,010 | 1,816 

| 


The increase, represented in millions of roubles, was as 
follows :— 
1878-1887. 1888-1892. 1893-1897. 
2671 41°6 161-2. 


These figures indicate that, during the last quinquennial period, 
the progress of manufacturing production was four times more 
rapid than during the preceding period, and six times more than 
during the decennial period 1878-1887. Moreover, from 1878 to 
1897, progress was not confined to the output of products ; it was 
seen at the National Exhibition held in Nijni-Novgorod in 1896, 
that great advance had been made in technical processes. Many 
branches of production which hardly existed 25 years ago are 


in active life to-day, and have reached a high pitch of perfec-. 


tion; other industries are being established, which will obviate 
the necessity of buying from abroad certain goods that have 
hitherto been wholly supplied therefrom. 

The table given below shows the extent of the progress in 
mineral and metallurgical industries. 
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1877. | 1887. 1892. 1897. 1898 
Production of 


Millions of Pouds.* 


Coal 110 | 277 424 684 746 
Naphtha ~ a 13 | 167 299 478 507 
Pig iron ... Soe eos 23 36 64 113 134 
Tron 16 22 29 30 30 
Steel ... 3 14 31 74 90 


* Poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois. 


The advance in the prices of coal and iron is not characteristic 
specially of the Russian market, it is very general, and one has to 
reckon with it not only in Russia but in all the markets of 
Western Europe. It owes its origin, principally, to the great 
increase in manufacturing production, the construction of railways, 
and navigation. These three phases of industrial enterprise are 
being extended in Russia with an energy more marked, it is said, 
than elsewhere; in Russia, also, the advanced prices of unworked 
material (coal and iron) are more accentuated. Only a few years 
ago (1891— 1894) Russian coal mines could not find markets for 
the whole of their output, but the rapid increase of manufacturing 
industry, extensive systems of railways, and the advanced prices of 
combustibles, have produced a new demand for coal, which, since 
1897, appears to have been steadily on the increase. The mineral 
industry has not been able to compete adequately with the growing 
demands of the country, and this has somewhat hampered its 
manufactures. 

In order that the market may be abundantly supplied with 
unwrought metaland coal,two methods have been suggested, viz. :— 
to reduce the Customs duties, or to increase the production of the 
country. The former would call for great consideration. T’o apply 
it unreservedly, would, it is thought, destroy the mineral and 
metallurgical industry ; moreover Russia possesses all the elements 
required for the development of this branch of production. To 
attain the object in view, it might, it is thought, be sufficient to 
take such measures as might be necessary to throw open to 
private enterprise the inexhaustible mineral resources of the 
country. 

In regard to pig iron specially, it would appear, in the opinion 
of the “Journal de St. Petersbourg,” best to permit private 
enterprise to open up the exceedingly rich bearings of the 
Oural district, which belong to the Government, and which for 
some time past have not been given that prominence which is due 
to them. These bearings, worked judiciously, would perhaps 
provide annually more than sufficient to produce a million and 
a-half metric tons of pig iron, but now, in the full meaning of the 
words, the capital is simply sunk to no purpose. 
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The United States Consul at Para reports on what he considers 
profitable enterprises needed in Northern Brazil. Hesays that the 
concession to build a railroad from San Antonio de Madeira to Mar- 
more, which is held by a Frenchman, who, on account of the employ- 
ment of impracticable methods soon exhausted his limited means, 
can be purchased at a great sacrifice. A rich rubber belt surrounds 
this road and the agricultural possibilities of the country are 
excellent. Engineers representing several syndicates have lately 
been investigating the advisability of completing this road. 

It was first projected some 30 years ago and is to be only 
100 miles long. Its principal object is to avoid the falls of the 
Madeira river, which interfere with navigation, and its importance 
can be understood when it is considered that the Madeira river, 
which can be navigated for 1,204 miles, is the natural exit for 
Bolivian products. Bolivia has no seaport; it lost its own outlet 
to the Pacific during the war with Chile, and all its export and 
import trade, from the Eastern, side of the Cordilleras at all events, 
would be done by this railway. The Madeira river, which enters 
the Amazon some eighty miles east of the mouth of the Rio Negro, 
_ is deep, and ocean-going vessels can navigate it: Once the railway 
is built, direct navigation with Europe and the United States can 
ke established. 

Another good opportunity for the investment of capital is the 
building of an artificial port and dock at Manaos. This is a very 
important port, with steamship service to the United States and 
Europe every ten days. Hundreds of river steamers are forbidden 
by law to go up or down the Amazon or its tributaries without first 
entering the port at Manaos and obtaining permission from the 
authorities. During the dry season or low tides, the Rio Negro 
recedes 500 to 1,000 metres from the city, preventing vessels from 
coming up to the quay or docks. The city of Manaos is situated 
five miles above the point where the Rio Negro empties into the 
Amazon. ‘The largest vessels in the world can ascend the Negro. 

The port must be so constructed as to permit vessels to come up 
to the docks at any time of the year. The Federal Government is 
willing to guarantee to the builders the use of the grounds acquired 
from the river to make the artificial port ; the right to collect a 
given amount according to tonnage on the ships which come to 
the docks, also on the cargoes loaded or unloaded in the port; the 
right to build warehouses and to collect storage fees and to build 
repair shops, shipyards, &c. ‘The cost of the works may be esti- 
mated at about 500,0002. 

Building storage houses would be remunerative. It is an 
everyday event to see steamers from the United States and 
Europe for ten days in port, waiting for room to store their mer- 
chandise, and the delay in waiting for lighters to take cargo for 
Europe and the United States is as long. These delays are due 
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not only to the lack of storage houses, but of lighters as well; and 
Para suffers from the same conditions. In Manaos, the river 
front is filled with storage houses. There is no room for more 
there, and no effort is made to construct others. An island just 
across the river would be available for this purpose. This would 
necessitate the acquisition of a fleet of lighters to do the trans- 
portation. 

For the building of the port it is necessary to obtain authority 
from the Federal Government. The contract would be given to 
the State of Amazonas and then to any party or syndicate willing 
to undertake the execution of the concession. 

The Brazilian Government, and especially the States of Para and 
Amazonas, are always ready to aid enterprises contributing to the 
development of the territory, such as railways, telegraph lines, 
steamship lines, &c. 

Another important enterprise would be the building of a dry 
dock in Para. The vessels that call there, of both river and ocean 
lines, number hundreds annually, and it is the place where pilots are 
taken. There are many accidents, due to the great trees that come 
down the river causing serious collisions. The owners of the 
vessels are forced to send them to Europe because of the lack 
of a dry dock in Para, for, on the South American Atlantic coast, 
there are but few dry docks. 

With the dry dock, a carpenter’s shop and a naval foundry ought 
to be constructed. The dock should be built a little farther up the 
river. In front of the city the ground is dear, and the water is low 
in many points. There is, however, a place about 10 miles from 
the city that is excellently situated for the purpose, and, the 
ground being all sand, the work could be quickly done with 
dredgers. The Government is about to build a branch of the 
Braganza road, which will put the place referred to in direct 
railway communication with Para City. 

The establishment of steam sawmills on the Upper Amazon would, 
it is said, be a good investment. In spite of the thousands of miles 
of dense forests containing rich and strong lumber, the steamers 
running between Para and New York bring pine from the United 
States on every trip. The reason for this state of affairs can be 
very easily traced to the lack of sawmills ard inland means of 
transportation. In some parts of the Amazon it is not necessary 
to wait for the establishment of railways to carry the lumber down 
the river. Nature is doing the work free of charge by sending 
down with the current a large number of trees. Two mills are 
kept busy all the year around with the logs floating down the 
river. They often come so fast and with such terrific force that 
they are a serious danger to navigation. 

The building of a railway to British Guiana, with branches to 
Colombia and Venezuela, would open new and most important 
markets for foreign goods. The region through which this road 
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would pass is inhabited, and is filled also with cattle ranches. 
This industry is, however, paralysed by the lack of transportation 
facilities. Both in Para and Manaos there is often great scarcity 
of beef, and it brings high prices. ‘The road would cross 
a dense belt of rubber trees; also a region containing rich woods, 
cocoa, and other products of value, all of which find easy markets. 
The land is almost level, and no difficult work, such as the opening 
of tunnels, would be required. The country is well timbered— 
some of the wood as hard as iron—-which would facilitate work. 

The States of Para and Amazonas are two of the wealthiest in 
Brazil ; they yield, the Consul says, a larger revenue to their respec- 
tive Governments, in proportion to territory, than any of the others, 
and they are free from debt. This is easily explained by the fact 
that the principal product—rubber—has no competitor, and goes 
up in price with the increase of demand, while coffee, sugar, 
tobacco, and the other products of the south have competitors all 
over the world, depreciating their values every day. 

The population of Para has doubled during the last five years, 
and new industries are springing up constantly, while the trade 
with Iquitos, in Peru, has so increased that the steamship lines to 


that port are about to double the number of steamers employed. 
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THE PRODUCTION OF ALCOHOL IN CAUCASIA. 


Alcohol is distilled from maize, wine, grape-skins (after the last 
pressing), the mulberry, and, to a smaller extent, from the plum, 
dogberry, and wild pear. 

in 1896, in Transcaucasia, 223,022 vedros* were produced, and 
in 1897 304,571 vedros. The following particulars of the produc- 
tion were given in “ La Révue Vinicole ” :— 


[Feb. 1, 1900. 


From From | 
From From 
wine and coe Other fruits, Total. 
cereals. mulberries. | berries. | 
Veiros, Vedros. Vedros. Vedros, Vedros. 
1896... 40,166 109,969 72,293 594 223,022 
1897... 31,684 185,348 86,326 1,216 304,571 


There are in Transcaucasia about 2,728 distilleries, including a 
distillery in Tiflis for cereals; 7 have stills provided with con- 
trolling apparatus, 2,638 were taxed according to the capacity of 
the still, and 82 pay no duty because their produce is for domestic 
purposes. 

Although the number of distilleries in 1897 was 23 per cent. 
less than in 1896, and 35 per cent. less than in 1895, the produc- 
tion of alcohol has not diminished. Formerly duty was charged 
on the average quantity of alcohol produced by the stills in 
twenty-four hours. As the processes were improved, a much larger 
quantity than that taxed was produced in a given time, and only 
14 copecks per degree instead of 7 copecks were paid as duty. 
When this became known it was decided to tax the stills according 
to their actual production, and, consequently, a much higher excise 
duty was levied, owing to which many of the smaller manufactories 
were unable to continue in the industry. 

The distillation of cereals (maize and oats) in Transcaucasia is 
carried on only at Borjom (department of Tiflis). Maize comes 
from the department ot Koutais; wines and worts are distilled 
throughout Transcaucasia, and the amount distilled from worts in 
the different localities is shown in the following table :— 


Vedros. 
Elisabethpol 11,254. 
Erivan 60,424 
Baku 22,121 
Koutais 18,275 
Tiflis 19,248 
Daghestan ... 2,935 
Zakatali 787 


In 1897, the number of distilleries in which fruits and berries 
were treated was 39, and the amount of alcohol produced was 
1,216 vedros. 


* Vedro = 2°71 gallons, 
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The principal fruits and berries distilled are the elderberry, 
medlar, plum, pear, cherry, wild apricot, dogberry and mulberry. 

Stone-fruit yielded 1,022 vedros (the plum, 788 vedros) and 
194 vedros were distilled from other kinds of fruit. 

The production of vodki, or white brandy, is carried on in seven 
places, but is inconsiderable, and entirely for local consumption. 
In Ciscaucasia, cereals are principally used; in 1897, ten 
distilleries produced 1,501,000 vedros of 40 degrees strength, 
while 57 used worts and settlements and produced 25,000 vedros. 
In Transcaucasia, nine works are engaged in the rectification of 
alcohol coming from any product but wine, while, in Ciscaucasia, 
Vladikavkaz alone is engaged in that industry. 

There are 18 breweries in Caucasia, producing, in 1897, 460,556 
vedros. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, copy 

Countervailing f a Customs circular issued by the Indian 
Duties on Sugar Government (Circular No. 1 of 1900), revising 

from Germany. the rates of countervailing duties to be levied 
on imports of German sugar into India. The circular is to the 
following effect 

In exercise of the power conferred by sub-section (2) of 
section 8A of the Indian Tariff Act, 1894 (VIII. of 1894, 
as amended by Acts III. of 1896 and XIV. of 1899), and in 
supersession of the rates of additional duty on the kinds of sugar 
mentioned against Germany in the notification in this Depart- 
ment, No. 3934 8.R., dated the 23rd August, 1899, the Governor- 
General in Council is pleased to declare that the rates shall be 
revised as follows, with effect from the date of this notification :— 


Schedule of Revised Rates. 


| Additional 
Kinds of sugar. Bounties bestowed. duties to 
be levied. 


Per cwt. 

R. a. p. 

Raw sugar of at least 90 per cent. polar- 
ization. 

Refined sugar under 98 per cent., and of | 
at least 90 per cent., polarization. 

Candy and sugar in white, hard loaves, | 3:44 marks per 100 kilogs.} 1 4 7 
blocks, crystals, &c., of at least 99} | 
per cent. polarization. | 

All other sugar of at least 98 per cent. | 2°89 marks per 100 kilogs.} 1 1 3 
polarization. 


2-40 marks per 100 kilogs. ont 


| 


Schedule of Superseded Rates. 


Additional 
Kinds of sugar. Bounties bestowed. duties to 
be levied. 


Per 
& Pp. 

Raw sugar of at least 90 per cent. polar- | 2°40 marks per 100 kilogs.| 0 14 7 
ization. 
Refined sugar under 98 per cent., and of | 2°50 marks per 100 kilogs.| 015 3 
at least ¥0 per cent. polarization. 
Candy and sugar in white, hard loaves, | 3°55 marks per 100 kilogs.| 1 0 
blocks, crystals, &c., of at least 993 
per cent. polarization. 
All other sugar, of at least 98 per cent. | 3 marks per 100 kilogs. 120 
polarization. 
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NIGERIA, 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, 

a copy of a Proclamation issued by H.M. 

Customs Tariff. Commissioner and Consul-General for the Niger 

Coast Protectorate, promulgating the revised 

, and common Customs Tariff which is to be operative in the Colony 

of Lagos and in the Niger Coast Protectorate (‘‘ Southern 

Nigeria”) from the 29th December last. The new tariff contains 

the following provisions with regard to import duties, exemptions, 
and prohibitions :-— 


duties. d 
Aérated water per doz. 0 2 
Ale, porter, and beer of every sort, and cider, per doz. qts. 0 9 
Do., do., in wood, per gall.or part thereof 0 44 
Brandy, rum, gin, liqueurs, and miscellaneous 
spirits or strong waters, sweetened or 
: unsweetened, or mixed with any article 


(such spirits not exceeding the strength 
of proof by Sykes’ hydrometer, and so in 


proportion to any greater pergall 3 
Cartridges, loaded... perl00 2 90 
Cigars and cigarettes perl,000 5 0 
Cowries wise perewt. 1 0 
Gunpowder... per lb. 0 6 
Guns, flint-locks, know: n as ‘Danes each 2 6 
Guns, shot guns, and tei rifles for 

personal uses ose 2 6 
Pistols and revolvers for per sonal use 2 6 
Kerosine and all lamp oils ... ‘gall. 0 
Lead in any form... perlb. O 1 
Salt... ose perton 20 0 
Tea ... perlb O 1 
Tobacco, manufectured 0 6 

Do. —unmanufactured “ 0 3 
Wines, Bordeaux or claret... pegs. 
Do. other kinds ... 2 0 
Do. sparkling... will 3. (0 


On all other goods of every description not enumerated above or 
in the subjoined tables of exemptions and prohibitions, an ad 
valorem duty of 5 per cent. is levied on the value of the goods at 
the port from which the same shall have been imported. 


Exemptions. 


The following articles are exempted from payment of duty on 
importation into the Colony :— 
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All goods imported by the Officer Administering the Govern- 
ment for his private use. 

All goods imported with the sanction of the Officer Administer- 
ing the Government for the service of any public department. 

Books, newspapers, and printed matter. 

Copy-books, drawing-books, and materials and apparatus, and 
other educational materials and apparatus imported with the 
sanction of the Officer Administering the Government for the use 
of any school or mission. 

Mathematical, scientific, and surgical instruments. 

British coins and other coins current in the Territories. 

Building and roofing materials, including stone, bricks, timber, 
plants, doors, shutters, metal plates or piles, roof slates or tiles, 
white lime, cement, house paint and paint brushes, door locks, 
keys, hinges, nails, screws, bolts and bars, window frames, glass 
and fastenings, artizans’ tools, linseed oil, turpentine, coloured 
ochre, chalk, and all such other building or roofing materials or 
stores as the Officer Administering the Government, in writing 
given under his hand, and published in the “Gazette,” shall have 
declared to be building or roofing materials or stores for the 
purposes of this Proclamation. 

Cattle, sheep, horses, mules, and asses. 

Ivory and rubber. 

Passengers’ personal luggege. 

Packages in which goods are usually imported. 

Puncheon shooks, including the iron hoops and rivets or hooks 
required for making them up. 

Telegraphic stores, instruments, machinery, plant and gear. 

Mining and sawing machinery. 

Prohibitions. 

The importation of the following articles is prohibited :— 

Arms of precision, pistols and revolvers, as merchandise. 

Cartridges, unloaded. 

Coin, viz.: False money or counterfeit sterling. 

Silver of the realm, or any money purporting to be such, not 
being of the established standard in weight or fineness. 

Gunpowder, or other explosive, for big or quick-firing guns. 

Indecent or obscene prints, paintings, books, cards, lithographic 
or other engravings, or any other indecent or obscene articles. 

Infected cattle, sheep, or other animals, and hides, skins, horns, 
hoofs, or any other part of cattle or other animals, which the 
Officer Administering the Government may prohibit in order to 
prevent the introduction of any contagious distemper. 

Percussion caps. 

Provisions, meat, and vegetables unfit for human food shall 
be destroyed, or otherwise disposed of, as the Officer Administering 
the Government may direct. 
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It is further provided that, for all purposes of Customs, the 
three provinces hereafter to be known as Lagos, Northern Nigeria, 
and Southern Nigeria, shall be regarded as one territory, and that 
there shall be no duties cf Customs on goods of any description 
passing by land or water between the said provinces of Lagos, 
Northern Nigeria, and Southern Nigeria; but foreign goods that 
may have evaded import duties in any one of the three provinces 
may be seized and confiscated, and be held liable to Customs dues 
in any other province, if it is proved that such goods were smuggled. 


FRANCE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
— copy of the French “Journal Officiel” for the 
a ee on 21st December last, in which are published two 
- 5S ffecti tain modifications in tl 
Tariff ecrees effecting certain modifications in the 
Customs tariff and in the tariff of octroi de mer 
duties, respectively, in force in Guadeloupe. The list of exceptions 
from the General Customs Tariff of France with regard to duties on 
imports of foreign products into Guadeloupe, has been amended by 
one of these Decrees by the suppression of the article ‘“ ships’ 
biscuit”; and this article will consequently be dutiable, on im- 
portation into the colony, under the head of Customs duty, at the 
rate of 7 francs, instead of 4°40 francs, per 100 kilogs. 

By the other Decree the octroi de mer duty on “ ships’ biscuit ” 
has been raised from 10 centimes to 4°50 francs per 100 kilogs ; 
while the similar duties on champagne have been increased from 
40 to 62 francs per hectolitre, and those on imitation wines and 
vins de liqueur have been reduced from 58 to 36 francs per 
hectolitre. 


RUSSIA. 


The French Consul-General at Warsaw in a recent report to his 
: Government calls attention to the incon- 
venience resulting from the habit of many 
in Site exporters of goods to Russia of nailing or 
: glueing on to the packages containing such 
goods an address or label bearing marks and numbers relating 
to the contents. Such marks should be inscribed in ink 
or with black paint on the box or cover of the goods, as the case 
may be. When this formality is not complied with, the goods 
are treated in accordance with a decision of the Customs Depart- 
ment of 17th August last as goods imported without mark, 
number, or relative documents, and the Customs officials draw up 
the requisite “declaration” themselves, charging a fine of 5 per 
cent. on the duties leviable. — 
Similarly, merchandise of different kinds, imported in the same 
package, is treated as being imported in separate packages. 
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According to information published in the French “ Journal Officiel,” 

the Russian Department of Customs has directed 

that in future luggage brought by foreign 

travellers visiting Russia will be admitted free 

of duty, if the duty which would have been levied is not more than 

4 roubles 50 copecks ; but if the duty leviable exceeds this amount, 
it is to be collected in full, without any deduction. 


sengers’ Luggage. 


HOLLAND. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Minister at The Hague, forwarding a translation 
of a Royal to the exemption 
secs ty from import duty of ‘‘massé” in pieces, required 
for strengthening yarn, all ‘“massé” having been hitherto liable, 
on importation into Holland, to a duty of 6 florins per 100 kilogs. 
under Article 88, section 1 (b), of the Sugar Law of 1897. Only 
mass¢é in pieces weighing not more than 50 grammes will be 
allowed the exemption; and on delivery at the manufactory the 
massé must be at once mixed with chlorine of zinc solution in the 
proportion of 5 litres per 100 kilogs. 

A translation has also been received from the same source, of a 
Royal Decree exempting from payment of import duty, under 
certain conditions, “ether sulfuricus,” required for making-up 
albumen preparations from milk, dutiable at the rate of 2 florins 
20 cents. per kilog. 

In the case of both these articles, the quantity which may be 
imported annually without payment of duty, and the minimum 
quantity of each delivery, will be fixed by the Dutch Minister of 
Finance. 
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SPAIN. 
New Customs Tariff—(continwed from p. 221). 


New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
of 1900.—(Rates applicable to 


Former itt 
| Tariff Rates English 
Equivalents. 
Pes. Pes. c. | & «a 
CLASS IV. | 
CoTTON AND ITS MANUFAC- 
TURES. | 


Group 1.—Raw Cotton. | 

150 | Raw cotton, with or without/100 Kilogs. 1 50 |100 Kilogs. 1 50 | Cwt. 0 0 72 
seed. | 

Note. When imported 
from, or transhipped in, an 
European port a surtax of 
2 pes. 50 c. per 100 kilogs. 
(1s. 04d. per cwt.) is levied. 


Group 2.—Cotton Yarns. 
151 | Cotton, spun, and twisted] Kilog. 125) Kilog. 1 25 30 10 
yarns of one or two threads, , 
unbleached, bleached, or 
dyed, up to No. 35 (English) 
inclusive (33). 

Duty applicable to the 
, Soregoing while the Com- 
mercial Convention with 
Switzerland remains in 
Sorce. 

152 | Ditto, ditto, from No. 36 6 1 75 “ 1 
upwards (33). | 

Duty applicable to the 1 50 | 1 50 @ 
Soregoing while the Com- | 
mercial Convention with 
Switzerland remains in 
Sorce. | 
153 | Ditto, twisted, of three or 2 50 | 2 50 


00 


= 
= 


00 ” 


oe 

~ 

w 
— 


more threads, unbleached, 
bleached, or dyed. 


(33) To ascertain the number according to the English system (the system 
adopted in this Tariff) to which a cotton yarn corresponds, any number of metres of 
yarn may be taken, and this number is to be multiplied by the invariable factor 59 
(the number of centigrammes a metre of cotton yarn of a single thread No. 1 
weighs), and the product is to be divided by the number of centigrammes that the 
length of yarn tested may weigh. The quotient multiplied by the number of 
threads will give the corresponding English number, to which 7 or 10 per cent. is to 
be added, according as the cotton of more than one thread be only twisted, or 
twisted and dyed. 


= 
| | 
| 
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Tariff 


Group 3.—TZissues. 


154 | Close woven tissues, plain, Kilog. 3 Kilog, 385 | Cwt. 716 6 


unbleached, bleached, or 
dyed, in pieces or handker- 
chiefs ; containing up to 25 
threads, inclusive, in the 
square of 6 millimetres (34). 
Duty applicable to the 3 00 3 00 
Soregoing while the Com- 
mercial Convention with 
Switzerland remains in 
Force. 
Bands and insertions up to 3 30* 3 30* 
60 centimetres in width, 
embroidered in lock-stitch 


(35 


ing 60 centimetres in width, 
embroidered in lock-stitch, 
and embroideries in lock- 
stitch on all other cotton 
tissues except tulle (35). 


stitch, with application of 
tulle (35). 


cation of tulle (35). 


155 | Close woven tissues, &c., as as 4 35 " 4 35 » 81610 


above, containing 26 threads 
or more in the square of 
6 millimetres (34). 


Soregoing while the Com- 
mercial Convention with 
Switzerland remains in 
Force. 


New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
—_ of 1900.—(Rates applicable to 
ormer 
Articles. British Produce.) 
Rates 
English 
Tarift Rates. Equivalents. 
Pes. c. Pes. c. £8 a. 


Bands and insertions exceed- = 4 50* ¥ 4 50* » 2 oa 


Tissues embroidered in chain- 3 20* 3 20* » 2 


Ditto, ditto, without appli-| 300), 300%, , 6 111 


Duty applicable to the 3 75 3 75 


* Rates leviable under Commercial Convention with Switzerland. 


(34) The number of threads is to be determined by taking half the threads con- 
tained in a square of 6 millimetres, counting both the weft and the warp. The 
instrument known as the “ thread counter” is to be employed for this purpose. 

As open woven tissues are considered those which after being washed with soap 
and water do not weigh more than 65 grammes per square metre, excluding any 
embroidered portions; the weight and measurement are to be taken after the 
tissue is washed and dried. Tissues which weigh more than 65 grammes per square 
metre will be charged under Nos. 154 to 157, according to class and condition. 

(35) 1. The duties on embroidered cotton tissues included in Nos, 154 to 158, 
inclusive, are the same, whatever the kind of the tissue may be,and are differentiated 
only according to the nature of the embroidery. 

2. Chain-stitch embroidery is that in which the thread or twist with which it is 
made forms loops. All other kinds of embroidery by hand or machine are classed 
as embroidery in lock-stitch. . 

3. In the case of bands of uneven width, duty is charged according to the 
maximum width. 
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New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
of 1900.—(Rates applicable to 


Rates. English 
| Tariff Rates. Equival cathe. 
Pes. c. Pes.c 


156 | Printed tissues and tissues) Kilog. 6 | Kilog. 600} Cwt. 12 3 10 
twilled or worked in the 

loom, containing up to 25 
threads, inclusive, in the 
square of 6 millimetres (34). 

Duty applicable to the 4 00 4 00 
Soregving while the Com- 
mercial Convention with 
Switzerland remains in 
Soree. 

Note.—When the tissues 
comprised under Nos. 155 
and 156 are embroidered. 
they will pay the same 
duties as those leviable on 
embroideries under 154. 
above. 

157 | Printed tissues, &c., as above, 3 70 70 

‘| containing 26 threads or 
more in the square of 6 
millimetres (34). 

Nore—The duties ap- 

plicable to the foregoing 
tissues, when jembroidered, 
will, while the Commercial 
Convention with Switzer- 
land remains in force, be 
the same as those leviable 
under No. 154, above. 
158 | Open woven tissues, such as 5 60 5 60 
muslins, cambrics, lawns, 
organdies, and gauzes of all, 
kinds (34). 

Duty applicable to the 5 00 & 
Soregoing while the Com- 
mercial Convention with 
Switzerland remains in 
Sorce. 

Notre.—When the tissues 

comprised in this class are 
embroidered, they will pay, 
the same duties as those: 
leviable on embroideries, 
under No. 154, above. 
159 | Quiltings and piqués ae 5 
160 | Velveteens, corduroys, and im 6 
other double tissues for 
wearing apparel (36). 


to 
o 
bo 


(34) See note 34, page 260. . 
(36) Under the head of double cotton tissues are included those which have 
doubled threads in either or both the warp and weft. 
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New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
of 1900.—(Rates applicable to 


Former British Produce.) 


| 
Articles. | Minimum 
= 

| 


Rates. i 
English 
Tariff Rates. Equivalents, 


| Pes. ¢. Pes. c. & 8. 
161 | Tulles (37) Kilog. 10 45] Kilog. 1045! Cwt. 21 4 
Duties applicable to embroid-| 
ered tulles while the Com-| | 
mercial Convention with 
Switzerland remains in | 
Sorce :— | 
Tulle embroidered in lock-, ,, 6 00 me 600, , 12 310 
stitch (35). 
Tulle embroidered in chain- 5 30 530; 018.5 
stitch, with or without | 
applications (35). 
162 | Lace(except crochet lace)(38) 13 50 - 13 50 Pe’ f 
163 | Crochet lace, hand or machine 3 00 3 00 6 
made. 
164 | Hosiery piece goods, jerseys, | 4 90 490/ , 219 
and drawers. | 
165 | Hosiery, viz.,stockings, socks,, _., 6 35 = 6 35 | 
gloves, and other articles. | | 
| | 


CLASS V. 

Hemp, FLAX, ALOE, JUTE, 
AND OTHER VEGETABLE 
FIBRES, AND THEIR MANU- 
FACTURES. 

Group 1.—Ray. 

166 Hemp, raw or hackled ---|L00 Kilogs. 10 00 100 Kilogs.10 00 4 

167 | Flax, raw or hackled os a 2 70 ss 2 70 0 1 i} 

168 | Jute, Manila hemp, aloe, 5 1 00 a 1 00 > 0 0 4§ 

ramie, and other vegetable | 
fibres. 

Note.—A surtax of 1 pes. | 


per 100 kilogs. (43d. per cwt.) 
is levied on Manila hemp, 
aloe, and jute imported from, 
or transhipped in, an Euro- 


pean port. 


| 

Group 2.— Yarns. | 
169 | Yarn of Manila hemp, jute. 1050; ,, 10 50 

aloe, and other fibres not | 

mentioned, up to No. 12, | 

inclusive (39). | 


(35) See note 35, p. 260. 

(37) Tulle is to be recognised by the fact that a thread can be pulled out going 
right through the piece diagonally to the meshes, and that if a pin be introduced 
into one of the meshes, the mesh can easily be enlarged. It differs from lace 
(encaje) in that the meshes in lace being kept in place by knots cannot be enlarged. 

(38) Lace (puntilias) of a width of not more than 10 centims. is included in 
this number ; that of a greater width is dutiable as tulle under No. 161. 

(39.) To ascertain the number of the yarn any number of metres of yarn may be 
taken, and this number is to be multiplied by the factor 165 (the number of centi- 
grammes which a metre of No 1 yarn weighs), and the product is to be divided by 
the number of centigrammes which the sample tested weighs; the quotient gives 
the number of the yarn. 
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174 


176 


Articles, 


Former 
Minimum 
Rates, 


New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
of 1900.—(Rates applicable to 
British produce). 


Tariff Rates. 


Yarn of hemp, flax, or ramie, 
up to No. 2u, inclusive ; also 
jute yarns of and above 
No. 13 (89). 

Yarn of hemp, flax, or ramie, 
from No. 21 upwards (39). 
Thread, twisted, of two or 

more strands, 

Cordage (40) ... a 


Group 3.— Tissues (41). 

Plain tissues of linen or 
hemp, with or without 
mixture of cotton, contain- 
ing up to 10 warp threads, 
inclusive, in the space of 
6 millimetres. 

Ditto, ditto, from 11 to 24 
warp threads, inclusive. 

Duty applicable to the 
Foreqoing while the Com- 
mercial Convention with 
Switzerland remains in 
Soree. 

Duty applicable to linen 
tissues of this class em- 
broidered in  lock-stitch 
while the Commercial Con- 
vention with Switzerland 
remains in force. 

Plain tissues of linen or hemp, 
&e., as above, containing 25 
warp threads and above in 
the space of 6 millimetres. 

Duty applicable to the 
Foregoing while the Com- 
mercial Convention with 
Switzerland remains in 
Sorce, 

Duty applicable to linen 
tissues of this class em- 
broidered ‘in lock-stitch 
while the Commercial Con- 
vention with Switzerland 
remains in force. 


Pes. c. 
100 Kilogs. 45 00 


» 2750 
Kilog. 1 20 


.. 100 Kilogs. 20 80 


Kilog. 2 15 


5 35 
2 50 
3 00 
9 60 
425 
5 00 


(39) See note 39, page 262. 


(40) Hemp, flax, or jute yarns twisted in two or more strands, and weighing more 
than 5 grammes for every 10 metres, are to be considered as twine or packthread 
and pay duty under this Tariff number. 


(41) In tissues dutiable according to the number of threads, only the threads 
contained in a space of 6 millim. of the warp will be counted. 


Pes. | 
100 Kilogs. 45 00 


27 50 


Kilog. 1 20 
100 Kilogs. 20 80 


Kilog. 2 15 


5 35 
2 50 
3 00 

9 60 | 

| 

425, 

| 

| 

| 

5 06 | 


English 


Equivalents. 


0.4. 
Cwt. 018 3 


2 

289 
4 7 5 
» 1017 5 
, £4 

6 111 
» 1910 2 
» 812 9 


171 | 
| | 
| 
| 
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178 
179 
180 


181 


182 


183 


187 


Articles. 


New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
of 1900.—(Rates applicable to 
British Produce.) 


Tariff Rates. 


English 
Equivalents. 


Tissues of linen or hemp, 
twilled or figured. 

Duty applicable to the 
Soregoing while the Com- 
mercial Convention with 
Switzerland remains in 
Force. 


Knitted tissues 

Plain tissues of jute, Manila 
hemp, aloe, or other vege- 
table materials, with or 
without mixture of cotton. 

Twilled or figured tissues of 
the same materials, with or 
without mixture of cotton. 

Carpets of the same materials, 
with or without mixture of 
cotton (42). 


CLASS VI. 

BRIsTLEs, HAIR, 
AND THEIR MANUFAC- 
TURES. 

Group 1.— Raw. 

Bristles, horsehair, and other 
hair ; including hair of the 
camel, vicuna, and of the 
Angora and Cashmere goat. 

Wool, unwashed (43) 

Ditto, washed (43)... 

Ditto, combed and prepared 
for spinning, raw carded 
wool, and waste of carded 
wool, resulting from the 
working up of rags, un- 
bleached or dyed (44) (45) 
Ditto, combed or carded, 
dyed (45). 


100 Kilogs. 2 00 


” 


17 00 
45 00 
80 00 


100 00 


Kilog. 
3 00 


” 2 00 


100 Kilogs. 2 00 


» 100 00 


d, 
Cwt. 9 411 


» 63 


(42) As carpets are considered all tissues of jute, Manila hemp, aloe, or other 
vegetable fibres, with or without mixture of cotton, which are used to cover floors, 


(43) Wool will be considered as unwashed when, after having been washed with 
sulphuret of carbon, it is found to have lost more than 50 per cent. of its weight. 

(44) The waste from carding included in this number is that obtained from the 
picking and unravelling of old rags, and is usually dyed and of common description. 
(45) All woollen yarns, twisted or not, are to be charged under Nos. 188 to 190, 
according to class, which do not weigh more than 100 grammes for every 25 metres 


of length. 


Woollen yarn will be considered raw or in the grease if, when washed with 
sulphuret of carbon, it is found to lose more than 10 per cent. of its weight. 


as Minimum = 
Rates. 
Pes.c. | Pes. c. 
77 Kilog. 4 55 | 
| 
3 00 | 
| 
| | | 
31 25 31 25 M10 5 
11 45 11 45 » 18 5 6 
| | 
A 
| 2 25 2 25 » 411 3 
= | » 200 — n 414 
| 
| 
= 
185 4500| , O18 4 
186 , 112 6 
= — » 20 8 
&e. 
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New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
of 1900.—(Rates applicable to 


tt yf Former British Produce.) 
Articles. Mi — 
ates. English 
Tariff Rates. Equivalents. 
| Pes. c. Pes. c. &- 8. 2 


| Group 2.— Yarns. : 
188 Woollen and worsted yarns) Kilog. 250] Kilog. 250] Cwt. 5 1 7 
| twisted or not, raw or in the 


' grease (45). 
189 Ditto, ditto, washed or blea-| 2 60 ‘ss 2 60 - 5 5 8 
ched (45). 
190 Ditto, ditto,dyed (45) ...) 4 85 ” 48 , 917 2 
Group 3.— Tissues. : 
191 Carpets of pure wool, ov of, 1 75 
wool mixed with other aaah 
r terials. 
192 Felts of pure wool, or of ” 1 50 % 1 50 ” 2-8 
| wool mixed with other ma-! 
| terials. | 
193 Blankets of pure wool, or of is 4 45 » ° 4 46 ” 9 010 


wool mixed with other ma-| 
terials (46). 


19t Cloths and similar tissues of = 10 75 as 10 75 » ' 236-1 
= wool, hair, or waste 
wool. | 
Duty applicable to the 9 00 9 00 183 9 


foregoing tissues when 
embroidered in lock-stitch| 
> (while the Commercial 
Convention with Switzer-| 
land remains in force). | 
195 Cloths and similar tissues, ,, © 6 50 ” 6 50 » Ws 2 
| when either the warp or! 
weft is wholly of cotton or 
other vegetable fibre. 
196 Knitted tissues, whether ,, 8 65 8 65 
mixed or not with cotton, 
or other vegetable fibre. | 
197 All other tissues of pure wool, 
hair, or waste wool. ‘| 
Duty applicable to the| 600] 600| 12 310 
Soregoing while the Com-' 
mercial Convention with 
Switzerland remains in 
Soree. 
Ditto, ditto, when em-| 
broidercd in  lock-stitch 
(while the Commercial Con- 
vention with Switzerland 
remains in force). 


” 8 75 ” 8 75 


” 700) » 700; 4 6 


| 


(45) See note 45, p. 264. 


(46) Plaids and the like are not included in this number, but pay duty according 
to the tissue of which composed. 


| 
| 
| 
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| New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
of 1900.—(Rates applicable to 
as ‘ Former British Produce.) 
Ey, Articles, Minimum 
Rates 
Tariff Rates. 
Equivalents. 
Pes. ¢. Pes. c. £5 d 
198 | Similar tissues, when either] Kilog 5 40 | Kilog 5 40 | Cwt. 1019 6 
the warp or weft is wholly 
of cotton or other vegetable 
fibre. 
Duty applicable to the| 4, 5 00 5 00 Das" 
Soregoing while the Com- 
mercial Convention with 
Switzerland remains in 
force. 
199 | Astrakhans, plushes, and vel-| 4 00 4 00 7 
vets, of wool or hair, 
whether mixed or not with 
cotton or other vegetable 
fibre. 
200 | Tissues of bristles or horse-| ,, 5 00 ra 5 00 ss 10 3 3 
hair, with or without mix- 
ture of cotton or other 
vegetable fibre. 
CLASS VII. 
SILK AND ITS MANUFAC- 
TURES (47). 
Group 1. 
201 | Silk, in cocoons, waste from! ,, 0 10 0 10 0 4 02 
cocoons,and silkworms'eggs. 
Group 2.— Yarns. 7 
202 | Silk, raw and spun, not) ,, 0 25 ms 0 25 = 010 2 
twisted. 
203 | Ditto, twisted, raw ... “s 4 00 Ps 4 00 . 8 27 
204 | Ditto, ditto, dyed... 500] ,, 
205 | Silk waste, combed or carded x 0 15 “ 015 ‘. 0 6 1} 
206 | Ditto, spun, not twisted ae 0 25 - 0 25 * 010 2 
207 Ditto, twisted, of two or, ,, 2 00 es 2 00 a 414 
more threads. 
208 | Ditto, ditto, dyed 3 00 3 00 6 111 
Group 3.—Tissues. 
209 | Tissues, plain or twilled 25 00 2300} Lb 1 
Duty applicable to the ,, 17 50 af 17 50 ‘5 0 6 43 
Soregoing while the Com- 
mercial Convention with 
Switzerland remains in 
Force. 
210 | Velvets and plushes... 30 00 30 00 01011 
211 | Tissues of waste or floss silk, - 12 50 ” 12 50 9 0 4 63 
of raw silk, and of waste 
silk mixed with silk. 
212 | Tulles, laces, and edgings of! 22 50 22 50 08 2 


silk or waste silk. 


(47) Silk, the filaments of which are less than 20 centimetres ia length, is 
considered as waste silk. 
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| | | New Minimum Rates under Tariff 
of 1900.—( Rates applicable to 
British produce.) 


| Former 
Articles, Minimum, 
Rates. 


English 
| | Tariff Rates. Equivalents. 


Pes. c. Pes. c. F 
213 | Knitted tissues of silk or] Kilog. 25 00! Kilog. 2500] Lb. 0 
waste silk. 
214 Velvets and plushes of silk} ,, 20 00 ss 20 00 0 
| or waste silk, with either 
the warp or weft wholly of 
| eotton or other vegetable 
| fibre. 
215 | Tissues of silk or waste silk,] ,, 1250] 1250] ,, 0 4 63 
with either the warp or 
weft wholly of wool or 


” 


hair. 
216 | Tissues of silk or waste silk,) ,, 10 00 10 00 0 3 7 
with either the warp or 
weft wholly of cotton or 
other vegetable fibre. 

Duty applicable to the| 8 00 . 8 00 0 210% 
Soregoing while the Com- 
mercial Convention with 
Switzerland remains in 
Force, 


(To be continued). 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
translations of Notes exchanged on the 30th 


yeenneenneny December last, between the Spanish Minister 
Squat and the Bulgarian Diplomatic Agent at Con- 
with Bulgaria. 


stantinople, establishing a Commercial Agree- 
ment between Spain and Bulgaria. By this Agreement the 
Spanish Government concede to Bulgarian products imported into 
Spain the advantages enjoyed by the nations entitled to the 
operation of the second column of the Customs Tariff of 31st 
December, 1891 (i.e.,'to the Minimum Tariff rates), with the 
exception of the advantages which have been, or may in the 
future be, conceded to Portugal. In return the Bulgarian 
Government concede the most-favoured-nation treatment to 
Spanish products exported to Bulgaria. 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


A communication, dated 18th January last, has been received at 

— the Foreign Office, from the Austro-Hungarian 
_ 4 a Embassy in London, relative to the question 
at the Aron Wales. of shipping charges at the Iron Gates of the 
Danube. It appears from this communication that the cable-tug 
(toneur) fitted for towing at the Iron Gates is now at work, and at 
the disposal of all ships on payment of the dues for shipping and 
towing. Simultaneously with the issue of the orders to the 
shipping officials on the Lower Danube, the Royal Hungarian 
Ministry of Trade has given directions that the cable-tug may 
be used as an extra tug either by single steamers or by steam 
tugs, and has issued the following order for such cases: If the 
tug is only used as an extra tug (vorspann) only 25 per cent. of 
the dues is to be paid, and the steamer which joins in towing will 
not be considered as being towed. 


BULGARIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
: notice of a new provision introduced into the 
Ocivoi Law of the 18th/20th 
Gctrei Duty. December, 1895, exempting alcohol destined 
for consumption in lighting or heating, or for industrial purposes 
generally, from the octroi-duty imposed by the above-mentioned 
law. Such alcohol must, however, be denaturated by mixture 
with substances which will render it unfit for drinking. 
In the case of communes which have already disposed, by con- 
tract, of the exploitation of the octroi-duty, the present modification 
is only to be applicable on the expiration of such contracts. 


UNITED STATES. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Sister copy of a Note addressed to H.M. Ambassador 
cata: tor at Washington, by the United States Secretary 
Steel of State, respecting the details which should 
, be shown in Consular invoices in the case of 

steel shipped from this country to America. 

By section 666 of the “Consular Regulations of the United 
States” it is required that invoices “ must contain a correct 
description of the merchandise, using in each item the name, if 
any, by which the particular variety is known to the trade in the 
country of production or exportation. The description should 
show its kind, quality, component parts, and such other character- 
istics as will enable a person not an expert to identify the 
merchandise as produced in the foreign market, and will assist 
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Consular and appraising officers in detecting any departure from 
the actual market value thereof.” 

In the case of steel, this regulation is interpreted to mean that, 
while no information is required as to those special chemical 
combinations which may be termed trade secrets, some statement 
should be given intended to show the character of the steel shipped, 
and that for this purpose it is proper for an American Consul to 
demand that the use for which the steel is intended should be 
specified in the Consular invoice. It is further maintained that 
there can be little hardship in this requirement, as the uniform 
trade practice in buying or selling the class of merchandise under 
consideration is, it is stated, to specify the purpose for which the 
goods are intended to be used, since the quality (and consequently 
the value) of the steel is largely determined by the use to which it 
is to be put. In this connection reference is made to imports of 
certain cold rolled steel, which in the opinion of the Appraiser at 
the port of importation was “suitable for use as handsaws ”—this 
suitability rendering the merchandise liable to a much higher rate 
of duty than that imposed on sheet steel in strips. 

In conclusion, Mr. Hay states that, this matter is now being 

investigated by the United States Government, with a view to the 
adoption of a satisfactory method of invoicing all forms of steel 
imported into the United States. 


SALVADOR. 


The Bulletin of the Bureau of American Republics reports that, 
s on the 28th October last, the Government of 
urtax on Salvador issued a Decree placi tax of 
alvador issued a Decree placing a surtax o 
Imports. three silver pesos on each 100 kilogrammes, 
gross weight, of merchandise imported into the Republic. The 
articles exempted from this impost are:—Steam, hydraulic, or 
hand power machinery for agriculture, ploughs, &c., fertilizers, 
iron vessels for balsam, filters of all kinds, hare-hair and other 
hair for hat making, looms of all kinds, printing and lithographic 
ink, and prepared chalk for use in schools. The Decree went into 
effect on the 1st November last. 


BRAZIL. 


With reference to the statement on p. 227 of the “ Board of Trade 
Consular Journal” for the 25th ult., to the effect that 

, invoices of goods shipped to Brazil must be duly 
Raevetoes. legalised by the Brazilian Consul at the place of 


origin of such goods, a telegram has been received at the Foreign 


Office from H.M. Minister at Rio de Janeiro, reporting that this 
decision has been revoked by the Minister of Finance, who now 
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states that the legalisation of invoices must be done exclusively by 
the Brazilian Consul at the port of shipment of the goods, satis- 
factory proof being given as to their place of origin. 

A further telegram has also been received from H.M. Minister 
at Rio de Janeiro, reporting that a Ministerial Circular has sus- 
pended, until further notice, the enforcement of penalties for the 
non-production of Consular invoices. 


With reference to the telegraphic 1 the ‘“ Board 
: of Trade Journal” for 18th January last, a 
Quarantine despatch has now been received at shsaloniaage 
Stations. Office from H.M Consul at Para, reporting the 
public inazguration of the Quarantine Station at Para. 

Vessels from suspected ports may now perform quarantine 
there. 

Ships will be kept in quarantine until the twentieth day after 
departure from the last suspected port, whether they carry cargo 
or passengers alone, or both. 

Mails and baggage will be disinfected on the quarantine island, 
and the remaining operations will be performed on board the 
vessels that are being quarantined. 

Each vessel will be charged all expenses in quarantining the 
same. 

The tariff of charges is as follows :— 

Four milreis per hundred kilos.—for disinfection of hides, leather 
and manufactures of the same. 

Three milreis per hundred kilos., or fraction—for other suscep- 
tible articles not specified. 

Two milreis per hundred kilos., or fraction for woollen, cotton, or 
heinpen manufactares. 

Four milreis per hundred kilos., or fraction—for first class 
passenger’s baggage. 

Two milreis ditto, ditto, 2nd class. 

One milreis ditto, ditto, 3rd class. 

Notr.— Agents, owners or masters of vessels that are quarantined must bear the 


cost of disinfectants consumed, and pay the wages of the personnel employed for 
the time being in disinfecting their vessels. 
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BRITISH INDIA. 


The ‘Times of India” has recently published information concern- 
Railway ing some of the schemes of railway construction 
Diiaitiniiaadl in Upper India. The Changa Manga-Chunian- 
ee Pakpatan branch, the Dera Ghazi Khan-Sakki 
Sarwar branch, the Lodhran-Kahror and the Mandra-Chakwal 
branch railways are all to remain in abeyance for the present. ‘The 
Government has decided that the Shahdara (Delhi)-Saharanpur 
Railway, with a branch to Meerut, should be offered for con- 
struction by private enterprise as light railways or tramways on a 
2 ft. 6 in. gauge, and action is being accordingly taken by the 
North-Western Provinces Government. The project for the 
Sahranpur-Rajpur line has been superseded by the line from 
Hardwar to Dehra now under construction. It has been decided 
that the Ludhiana-Ferozepore line shall, when the time comes, be 
constructed and worked as an integral part of the North-Western 
Railway. The Jullundur-Hoshiarpur Railway’is regarded as a 
project suitable to be undertaken by a branch line company under 
the rebate terms of the resolution of 17th April, 1896, and the 
Government are prepared to receive offers accordingly. The 
Jullundur-Kapurthala branch will be reserved for the native state 
concerned. The Pathankot-Baijnath (or Palampur) Railway, with 
branch to Dalhousie, or Dharmsala and Chamba, is one which 
should be carried out by private enterprise without State assistance. 
The Jammu-Srinagar Railway is reserved for construction by the 
Cashmere State. The Kala-ki Sarai-Abbottabad-Cashmere line is 
in abeyance. When the time comes the portion in Cashmere will 
be reserved for construction by the State. The Jech Doab loop line 
from Malakwal or Bhera to Lyallpur will be constructed and worked 
as an integral portion of the North-Western Railway. 

The last report of the directors of the East Indian Railway 
Company states that the progress in the construction of the 
Moghalserai-Gya line has been satisfactory. The great bridge 
over the Sone at Dehri was expected to be finished and the line 
opened through to Gya by the Ist February, 1900. 

The works on the branch to the coalfield at Daltonganj are in 
progress. ‘The survey of the line to connect Gya with the main 
line in the vicinity of the Jherriah coalfield has been put in hand, 
and the designs and estimates for the proposed relief line between 
Burdwan and Howrah are well advanced. 

The negotiations with a view to the construction of a line to 
connect Bhagalpur with the chord line near Baidyanath are still 
pending. 
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It has been decided, according to a statement in the ‘“ Bombay 
Gazette,” that explosives may be carried by 


pean al mixed trains on any line in British India, on 
xp on which goods trains are not running, subject to 


the conditions that they are loaded in properly 
constructed powder vans, that not more than one powder van con- 
taining explosives is forwarded at any one time by a mixed train, 
that there are not less than three vehicles between the powder van 
and either the engine or the passenger coaches, that the powder 
van is close coupled to the adjoining vehicles, and that directly a 
powder van containing explosives arrives at a section on which 
goods trains are running, it is detached from the mixed train. 


CEYLON. 
The “Ceylon Observer” reports that the Northern Kelani Valley 
Railway and Uda Pussellawa Railway extensions will be 


: taken in hand shortly, and the former one will 

Extensions. be given out on contract, while the two latter 
will be constructed departmentally ; the Chief Resident Engineer 
has just completed a touralong the proposed line to the North. 
The new portion of the survey lies along the circular road which 
branches off from near the railway station and meets the Colombo 
road. It then goes direct towards the west, crossing the Negombo 
road and meeting the Puttalam road at near the second mile post 
from Kurunegala. As far as Padeniya the line will run along the 
Kurvnegala-Puttalam road, and thence through the Padeniya- 
Anuradhapura road, joining the original route at the 31st mile-post. 
The new route, it is said, runs through more populated portions 
than the original one, and it saves the Government the cost of 
about two bridges. 


NETHERLANDS. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
Be of the ‘Nederlandsche Staats Courant,” con- 
iors ~eal taining the regulations as to the compulsory 
tions in Siamese. d f 
Sten inspection and registration o passenger and 
‘ tug steamers engaged or employed in the 
waters of the Kingdom of Siam, and owned by Netherlands 
subjects, or by companies and firms under Netherlands jurisdiction. 
The above may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 49 and 50, Parliament 
Street, any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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The United States Consul at Leipzig reports that, about two years 

Sew Canal ago, the city of Leipzig deputed two Royal Com- 

missionersof Public Buildings, Messrs. Haverstadt 
and Contag, to prepare plans for a canal between Riesa and 
Leipzig navigable for large vessels, and granted the sum of 10,000 
marks (500l.) to defray the expenses incurred in connection 
therewith. 

The canal will be 67°5 kilometres (nearly 42 miles) in length, 
built entirely on Saxon territory, and will in no way conflict with 
foreign state interests. 

Not only does the industrial community in Leipzig take a great 
interest in this project, but the commercial classes all over Saxony 
are anxious to have it carried out. 

It is estimated that the cost of building this canal will be higher 
than that of other canals of about the same length. This is 
principally on account of the difficulty which will be encountered 
in getting over the watershed. The cost of ground, ground and 
slope work, road and railway crossings, lifting work, water feeding, 
&c., will amount to 38,000,000 marks (1,900,002). The cost of 
the harbour in Leipzig will amount to 9,000,000 marks (450,000/.) 
alone, and to connect the canal with the Pleisse, another 3,500,000 
marks (175,000/.) will be necessary. 

One thing worthy of note in comparing this plan with others 
made in the past, is that this proposed canal will be entirely 
on Saxon territory, and for this reason can be built with the co- 
operation of the Saxon Government and the City of Leipzig. 

This project indicates Saxony’s interest in helping its commercial 
and industrial people. Riesa is the grain centre of this kingdom, 
Leipzig its richest city. The latter for a long time has been the 
centre of an enormous trade, largely due to its fairs, which are held 
twice each year, one in April and the other in September. 


The Foreign Office have recently issued a Report by Mr. Vice- 

Coast Towns in Consul Dundas (Annual Series 2373) on_the 

German East ©02St towns of the German possessions in East 

Afri Africa. The report deals with the trade, har- 

- bours and shipping of Tanga, Pangani, Saadani, 
Bagamayo, Dar-es-Silaam, Kiliva, Lindi, and Mikindani. 


FRANCE. 


The United States Commercial Agent at Noumea (New Caledonia) 
ipping Lines "Ports that a San Francisco firm is about to 
rn ~ send a sailing vessel of 1,000 tons register 
: every three months direct to Noumea, which 

New Caledonia. they hope to keep employed regularly in the 
trade. This line of vessels is to supply the colony mainly with 
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food products from California, which are to be consigned to an 
American commission house at Noumea. 

Return cargoes of mineral, copra, coffee, vanilla, pearl shell, 
béche de mer, and other colonial commodities, will be furnished. 

As the commerce of New Caledonia, which, for the past year, 
has been growing very rapidly, is daily assuming much larger 
proportions, this line, in addition to the regular monthly steamship 
service, between San Francisco and Saigon, via Honolulu, Tahiti, 
Noumea and Manila, is certain to aid largely the development of 
trade between the colony and the Western States. 


SPAIN. 


The United States Consul at Valencia reports that the road 
Steel Roadwa between Valencia and Grao is two miles in 
y: length, and an average of 3,200 vehicles pass 
over it daily. Until 1892 it was constructed of flint stone. The 
annual cost of keeping it in repair was about 35,000 pesetas. At 
the rate of exchange at that date this amounted to 1,1391. 11s. 8d. 
The construction of a steel roadway was determined on, and the 
annual cost of keeping in repair the central zone of road thus 
relieved from heavy traffic, which proceeds over the steel rails, is 
now only 2,500 pesetas, or about 791. 3s. 4d. at the present rate of 
exchange. 

A Belgian firm received the contract to furnish the steel work, 
having bid less than Spanish firms at Barcelona and Bilbao. 

The length of road so built is 3:2 kilometres (1‘988 miles). 
The cost per kilometre (0°62137 mile) was 44100 pesetas 
(1,4351. 8s. 4d.) 

The total cost of the road laid was 60,950 pesetas (1,980/. 8s. 4d.) 


The expense in detail was :— 


Pesetas. 

Steel construction . as .. 44,100 ... 1,435 8 4 
Transportation and laying steel 

construction ... 105 12' 
Binding-stone, construction between 

rails and lateral zones ... .. 18,600... 489 7 6 


60,950 ... 1,980 16 8 


The rails, during the seven years they have been in position, 
exhibit a wear of one decimal of a millimetre yearly, and have not 
required repairing. 

Ample room is allowed between the rails for two horses to walk 
abreast. Horses do not appear to slip on rails of this construction. 

At each side of the rails are layers of binding stones, the paved 
road being higher than the face of the rails. 


Feb. 1, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 275 


Shipping and Transport Notes. 


The municipality of Valencia is of opinion that the saving in 
cost of repairs, through a road of this description, pays for its 
construction in a short time, and .other and similar roadways are 
in contemplation. 

From various parts of Spain enquiries have been made concerning 
this road. A similar construction was decided on at Alicante in 
1898, but was temporarily abandoned when events. caused exchange 
to increase. 

A toll of (about) eight-tenths of a cent is charged each vehicle 
passing over this roadway. a 


The ‘Madrid Gazette” of the 25th ult. contains a Royal Order 
Projected granting a concession, without subvention, 
for a metre-gauge railway from Elizondo, ‘in 
Navarre, to Lrun; and that of the 27th ult. 
a Royal Order granting a concession (to the Cantabrican Railway 
Company) for a line from Infiesto, in Asturias, to Cabezon dela 

Sal, in Santander. 


Railways. 


CRETE. 


The “Journal Officiel” states that the Government of Crete has 
decided upon the construction of a system of 

Public Works. carriage roads in that island. This work is 

. urgently needed, as there is an entire lack of 

such roads in Crete at present, and it will probably call for some 
engineering work, especially the construction of iron bridges. 
The Government is also considering the construction of a steam 
tramway from Suda to Canea, and from: Canea to Halepa. 


UNITED STATES. 


The “Commercial and Financial Chronicle” (New York) of 6th 
Freight January last, states that it is interesting to note 
Rates that the Attorney-General of the United States 

, has declined to take action to prevent the 

trunk lines from putting into effect their new freight classification. 
It will be remembered that the railroads have for a long time 
been engaged in preparing a new or revised official freight 
classification. As the result of the changes made, many 
articles have been transferred from lower to higher classes 
bearing better rates. The transfer has been found necessary 
because of the great increase in the prices of materials and 
supplies needed in the operation of the roads. Some traders 
feeling aggrieved, brought the matter to the attention of the Inter- 
State Commerce Commission, which gave the complainants a 
hearing. The traders then requested that the testimony heard 
be referred to Attorney-General Griggs, with the recommendation 


B2 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Feb. 1, 1900. 


Shipping and Transport Notes. 


that he proceed against the roads as having violated the Sherman 
Anti-Trust Law. The Inter-State Commission submitted the 
evidence to the Attorney-General, but would not make any 
recommendations in the premises. That official has now given 
his opinion that there is no warrant for any such legal pro- 
ceedings as contemplated in the request made by the traders. 

He says that to authorize the Attorney-General to direct 
injunction proceedings under the Sherman Law, it must be shown 
that there is a “contract, combination or conspiracy in restraint of 
trade or commerce among the several States.” But there is no 
contract, combination or conspiracy. There is consultation by 
representative railroad men in committee respecting suggested 
changes in classification. ‘There is subsequent independent action 
by railroad companies in the adoption of the new classification 
recommended by the committee. Will it be insisted, he argues, that 
a common classification is not a desirable thing, or that railroad 
companies cannot consult respecting a classification? Obviously not. 
Moreover the fixing of an official classification does not fix the rates. 
It places articles in certain classes, but the rates for the classes are 
determined by the railroads outside the classification. Mr. Griggs 
enlarges upon these points, and concludes by saying that while he 
would not hesitate to invoke the remedy provided by the Anti- 


Trust Law, if the case permitted it to take such action upon the 
faith of the facts submitted ‘“ would not only be futile, but absurd.” 


BOLIVIA, 


The “ French Journal Officiel ” states that the Government of Bolivia 
Projected will make provision in the budget for this year for 
. the expenditure of a sum of 120,000 bolivianos 
Railways. for the survey of three lines of railway: from 
Oruro to La Paz and Titicaca, from Oruro to Cochabamba, and 
from Challapata to Colquechaca. A further sum of 50,000 
bolivianos will be allotted for the survey of a line from Potosi to 
the Argentine frontier. 
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MINING. 


NOVA SCOTIA. 


The “ Engineering - Mining Journal” (New York) states that in 
. _ the yearending 30th September, 1899, the output 
ec of the gold mines aggregated 27,772 oz., as 
‘ against 31,104 oz. in the previous year. This 
decrease does not indicate that the year 1900 will show a falling- 
off in the production of the precious metal, for, with the steady 
operation of the old mines and increased development work at the 
new properties, there is a probability that the coming year will 
show a material improvement in the gold output. 

In iron ore the production in 1899 was 16,169 tons, showing 
a marked decrease as compared with 1898. Manganese ore, 
on the other hand, exhibited an increase of 25 tons, being 100 tons 
in 1899, against 75 tons in the previous year. This manganese 
ore is consumed in the chemical industries, and is high grade ore. 

The output of coal was larger than in 1898, owing to the 
extended operations at the mines of the Dominion Coal Company 
in Cape Breton. In 1899 there were raised 2,642,333 tons, as 
against 2,281,454 tons in 1898, showing an increase of 360,879 
tons. A large part of this coal was shipped to the New England 
Gas and Coke Company’s works near Boston, Mass. 

The increase in the production of coke was 13,484 tons, there 
being made in 1899 a total of 55,484 tons, as against 42,000 tons 
in the previous year. This coke came largely from the by-product 
plant of the Dominion Coal Company at Halifax. 

Gypsum also shows an increase, the output in 1899 being 
140,000 tons, against’131,000 tons in 1898. A large part of this 
found its way to the United States. 

Limestone showed a total production of 32,000 tons, against 
24,000 tons in 1898. Grindstones and similar quarry products 
were produced to the amount of 12,989 tons, as against 38,000 
tons in 1898. 


VANCOUVER. 


For the fourth time in the history of coal mining on Vancouver 
, Island the yearly output has exceeded a million 
tons, and “1899 all former years 
” y by 50,000 tons. In 1891, according to the 
“ Monetary Times,” of Toronto, the output was 1,029,098 tons; in 
1894, 1,012,953 tons; in 1898, 1,117,915 tons, and last year’s 
record was 1,166,251 tons. Nanaimo takes first place, having 
produced more than all the other collieries combined. 
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1898. 1899. 


Tons. Tons. 

New Vancouver Coal Co. ... 520,222 614,808 


Total tons...) 1,117,915 1,166,251 


A comparison of the foreign shipments is shown in the following 
table :— 


1898. 1899. 


Tons. Tons. 

New Vancouver Coal Co. ... ats ons ov 403,535 463,109 
Wellington ... ste Re. 232,642 206,422 
Extension (Wellington) ... ace _ 11,386 


Total tons...) 765,861 769,091 


Declared exports to the United States were nearly 40,000/. 
greater in value than for 1898, amounting to 479,500/. The 
number of casualties in the different mines show that where 
Chinese are employed fatal and other accidents are more frequent. 
There were 9 persons killed and 54 injured during 1899. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


The diamonds of Cape Colony are exported almost exclusively to 

Production of  —2gland, which is the great diamond market of 

: the world; other countries of destination are 

Diamonds. Belgium, Germany, and France, but the 

quantity received by each is insignificant when compared with 
that received by England. 

The following particulars, showing the value of the exports of 
diamonds from the Cape in the six years 1893 to 1898, were given 
recently by “ Le Monde Economique ” :— 

£ 


1898... hee 4,567,000 
From England, the diamonds are sent to the various diamond- 
cutting districts, which are for the most part in Holland and 
Belgium. Amsterdam and Brussels are important centres of the 


_ 
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industry. Nearly all the diamonds from the Orange Free State 
(Jagersfontein), valued at 400,000/. in 1897, are cut in Belgium. 

In 1897 the production of diamonds in the Cape was 3,220,368 
carats, valued at 4,000,000/. This enormous production repre- 
sents a fifth of the total value of the diamonds found in Brazil 
from the time of their discovery until 1886. 

At the present time, Brazil, as a country productive of diamonds 
for jewellery, is of little importance. In fact, only black diamonds, 
for industrial purposes, are now mined. ‘These diamonds are 
rendered valuable by their hardness for rock-boring purposes and 
also for polishing diamonds intended for jewellery. They are 
found principally in the district of Bahia. 

South Africa will probably become as celebrated as Golconda, 
having produced many more diamonds than India; in the latter 
country only 160,000/. to 200,000/. worth are now found each 
year. Diamonds are found in Australia and Borneo, but, for the 
time being, South Africa may be said to have the monopoly of the 
diamond production of the world. 


RUSSIA. 


- The following particulars respecting the manufacture of sulphuric 
Manufacture of 2°i4_in Russia have been given in a report of 
, the Belgian Consul at Moscow. 

Sulphuric Acid. In 1895 there were 44 works in Russia 
engaged in the production of the acid, and since that time at 
least six more have been established. 

The principal manufactories are those of Tentéléw, at St. 
Petersburg, which produces acid to the value of 1,500,000 roubles 
yearly, and employs 500 workmen; Ouchkoff, producing over 
1,200,000 pouds annually; Riga and Baku, each of which pro- 
duces 750,000 pouds every year, and Moscow. 

The importation of sulphuric acid was 36,000 pouds* in 1898, as 
against 10,000 pouds in 1897. At St. Petersburg and in the 
western departments, sulphuric acid is made from sulphur pyrites 
imported from Scandinavia. 

Iron pyrites are subject to an import duty of 1 copeck per poud. 
Iron pyrites containing over 2 per cent. of copper pay a duty of 
2:75 copecks for every unit over 2 per cent. per poud. 

The following figures show the extent of the increase in the 
importation of sulphurous pyrites of late years :— 


Pyrites containing | Pyrites containing 
Year. 2 per cent. or less | over 2 per cent. 
of Copper. of Copper. 
Pouds. Pouds. 


* Poud=36 lbs. avoirdupois. 
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In Poland, Sicilian sulphur and mock ore (zinc) are used in 
_making sulphuric acid, while the former is used to a considerable 
extent in Moscow. The Ouchkoff firm uses pyrites from the Urals. 
In 1895, 19,800 tons of sulphurous pyrites were produced in 
Russia, 75 per cent. coming from Perm, and the remainder from 
the districts of Toula and Kalonga. Pyrites have been discovered 
in Jaroslaw and Kozan, while in Daghestan and Central Asia in 
1895, over 2,000 tons of sulphur were obtained. Up to the present 
the production of refined sulphur and of flower of sulphur has been 
inconsiderable, and in 1898, these products were imported to the 
extent of 100,000 ponds. 


The following particulars of the mineral output of the Donetz 

district were recently published in the “ Moniteur 

des Intéréts Matériels.” The estimated pro- 

District, duction of the coal mines for 1900 is 10,400,000 

tons, as against 8,435,000 tons for 1899, being 

an increase of 1,965,000 tons. There will be 4,000 coke furnaces 

in use, their estimated production being 2,450,000 tons of coke. 

About 3,660,000 tons of iron-ore will be used, of which 2,680,000 

tons will come from Krivéi-Rog, 635,000 tons from Kertch, and 
335,000 from other countries. 


MEXICO. 


The Mexican Industrial Company has been formed in Mexico City 

for the purpose of developing the steel industry 

Steel Industry. in the Republic of Mexico. The Monthly 

Bulletin of the Bureau of American Republics, 

states that according to a despatch from the city of Pittsburg, the 

company referred to has secured from the National Steel Company 

of that city several of its managers to take charge of the operation 

of an extensive plant at Chihuahua. It is said that the progress 

of this plant has been marked, and that it will soon be turning out 
steel billets and rails of the best quality. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The September number of the “ Boletin de la Union Industrial 
Mineral Argentina” contains a paper upon the Argen- 

tine mineral wealth, and refers more especially 

Resources. to the Salta borate of lime deposits. The paper 
states that the Argentine mining industry is undoubtedly entering 
upon a new era; that this source of national wealth, so great and 
so varied, may be said to be as yet unexploited. The lack of 
capital and the absence of cheap and easy means of exportation, 
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have been the causes of the failure of many attempts to take 
advantage of this source of wealth, although the fineness and 
quality of the raw material augur undoubted benetits and advan- 
tages. Mining undertakings have had a precarious existence, and 
despite the advances in industrial mechanics and modern processes 
of extraction, smelting, &c., the present output of the mines of the 
Republic is far inferior to that obtained during the colonial period 
one hundred years ago, by primitive means. 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 
JAPAN. 


An interesting comparison is drawn between the development of 

Cotton Cloth the cotton spinning and the cotton cloth manu- 

Indus facturing industries of Japan in the columns of 

try. the “Japan Weekly Mail,” and the following 

table, showing the value of the exports from Japan of cotton yarns 
and cotton cloth, is given :— : 


Years. Cotton Yarns. Cotton Cloth. 
= | 
| Yen. Yen. 
1895 1,030,000 2,310,000 
1898 ove ses 20,120,000 2,590,100 
1899 (to end of November) “| 25,230,000 3,620,000 


This table seems to indicate a slight tendency on the part of cot- 
ton cloth to find a larger market abroad, but when it is observed 
that Japan’s neighbour, China, imports over a hundred million yen 
worth of the fabric from Great Britain, the United States, India 
and Holland, and that Japan sells to her a smaller quantity than 
any of these countries, it is evident that Japanese manufacturers 
are still a long way below the level of their opportunities. It is 
thought that one reason is to be found in the fact that the Japan- 
ese mills find ready sale for their products in domestic markets and 
have as yet no occasion to go abroad for buyers. 


Nore.—The value of the Japanese yen was 2s. lyod. (average) in 1895, 28, 2d, in 
1896, 2s, 04d. in 1897, and 2s. U3d. since. 
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AGRICULTURE. 
CORN PRICES. 


The average prices of British Corn returned as sold in England 
and Wales during the week ended 27th January, 1900, were as 
follow :— 

Wheat... hes 25s. 10d. 

Barley... 20s. 9d. 

For further particulars see p. 291. 


The World’s Coffee. 


The following table concerning the coffee production of the world 
ice in 1898 is compiled from particulars given in 
™ the “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels ” :— 


Country. Quantity produced. 


Bags of 60 Kiloge. each. 
Haiti ... = wee 432,000 
Colombia oth kis 265,000 
India and Ceylon... 240,000 
British West Indies ... ee 100,000 
Other countries at 220,000 


Tota)... =e 15,959,000 


AUSTRALASIA. 


The Melbourne “ Journal of Commerce” reports that in the colony 
of Victoria there are indications that harvesting 
Wheat Crop. is general throughout the districts north of the 
Dividing range; most of the northern area 
being nearly finished, and it is gratifying to learn that results are 
greater than expected at one time, suggesting that the output 
will be considerably larger than last year. In South Australia the 
crop is practically ingathered, and is expected to amount to more 
than 12,000,000 bushels, whilst the official estimate of the New 
South Wales crop is put down at 13,660,000 bushels. Prospects 
have also improved in West Australia, but the position in Queens- 
land is hardly so satisfactory. 
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FRANCE. 
According to “ La Révue Vinicole,” the output of wine in Algeria 
Viticulture in since 1895 has been as follows :— 
Algeria. 


Production. 


Gallons. 
83,527,246 
89,100,000 
96,090,676 

115,317,400 
102,256,154 


MEXICO. 


The United States Consul at Mexico in a recent report. on the 
Rubber rubber industry of that country, says that land 


Sntnitas suited to the growth of rubber can be had any- 

y where from 4s. to 5/. per acre. The titles will 
be found vested in private ownership ; none are in the hands of the 
Government. The land will in all cases be a dense jungle. Cacao, 
pineapples, and bananas can be grown as well as rubber. Prairie 
grass land is not adapted to this product. 

Rubber may be planted from branch cuttings, root cuttings, and 
from trees grown in the nursery from seeds. From 150 to 300 
trees are set to the acre, and they are tapped anywhere from five 
to fifteen years after planting, according to the locality. 

Under the most favourable conditions, a tree will yield an average 
of 1 to 2 pounds of rubber. The present market price at Frontera 
is about 2s. 9d. per pound. The tree is long lived and the pro- 
duction increases with age. No machinery is required for handling 
the gum. 

The rubber districts of Mexico, as a rule, are remote from 
centres of population ; they are always thinly inhabited. Oriental 
labour must be imported. The approximate wage is 4s. per day. 
Knowledge of the language of the country is desirable for a person 
about to engage in the cultivation of rubber. _ 

As to the comparative cost of living in the United States and 
Mexico, the Consul is of opinion that if a man is content to live 
in Mexico as the natives live, he can exist very cheaply ; but if he 
desires to live in the manner to which he is accustomed in the 
United States—eat the same food, prepared in the same way—it 
will cost him a great deal more than at home. 

The rubber tree of Mexico is found growing from the Guatemalan 
boundary as far north as Tuxpan on the Gulf coast, and as far 
north as Colina on the Pacific coast. The maturity of the tree and 
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its production are measured by the quantity and uniform distribu- 
tion of the rainfall, together with high temperature throughout the 
year. In low altitudes, localities of 150 and 200 inches of rainfall 
distributed over eight or ten months in the year enjoy the best 
conditions, although rubber does grow where they have six months 
of rain and six months of dry weather; but in these localities it 
requires from twelve to fifteen years for the tree to mature, 
while in districts with an ample rainfall it will flower within five 
or six years. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The German Consul General in Buenos Ayres says that a remark- 

able decrease in the exportation of cattle from 
the Argentine occurred during the 
last months of 1899. In October only 3,001 head of horned 
cattle, 13,521 sheep and 71 horses were exported, 2,707 cattle and 
7,642 sheep going to the United Kingdom, 294 cattle, 1,679 sheep, 
and 6 horses to Brazil, 4,200 sheep and 49 horses to France, and 
16 horses to Germany. 

The decline in the exportation of live cattle is attributable in the 
first place to the high rates of freight ruling for grain. By a 
Decree of August, 1899, the shipping companies were obliged to 
allow a greater space for each animal carried than previously, and 
the profits from cattle freight were naturally diminished consider- 
ably. As a result, too, of other decrees as to feeding and care of 
animals during the voyages, as well as of the liability to fine should 
the non-observance of these regulations cause too great a mortality 
of cattle while on board, a large number of shippers ceased to load 
cattle. 

Although these regulations have now been modified in conse- 
quence of the representations of shippers, it is still more profitable 
for them to load grain, but as soon as the grain-export season is 
over, freights may be expected to fall and the exports of cattle to 
increase again. 


URUGUAY. 


According to a report of the Uruguayan Bureau of Live-stock and 
-" Agriculture, there were, in the department of 
Viticulture. Canelones, in the years 1896-97, 230,200 
American vines in nurseries and 617,800 at the end of August, 
1899. The number of vines transplanted and growing were for 
the two first-named years 149,000, and for the latter period 
196,334. The amount of grapes produced in this department 
increased in 1899 to the large figure of 383,530 kilogrammes, and 
the wine produced was 299,000 litres, which quantity shows that 
the phylloxera pest, in place of reducing the annual production 
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has, on the contrary, increased it, owing to the restoration of 
vineyards and augmented acreage devoted to viticulture. 

In the department of Montevideo the plants in nurseries in 
1896-97 were 1,288,800 of the American variety, and 2,826,100 in 
1899. ‘The American vines transplanted in 1896-97 were 262,900, 
and in 1899 104,300. The smallness of this latter year as compared 
with the former is due to grafting, there having been 12,700 vines 
grafted in the nurseries and 379,784 in the vineyards. The grape 
production in 1896 and 1897 was 938,400 kilogrammes, and the 
wine production 364,850 litres. For the year 1899 there were 
1,481,740 kilogrammes of grapes produced and 569,600 litres of 
wine. From the figures it may be seen that the vineyards in both 
departments have improved in production, notwithstanding the 
phylloxera, which improvement is due to the restoration of the 
vines and the increase in the number of vineyards. 


CHILE. 


According to the ” an attempt is to 

. e made to popularize Chilean wine in Europe. 
A committee of wine growers has been 
to work in co-operation with English and Scotch firms with the 
object of first making a market for the product in Great Britain. 
The Chilean wine is said to resemble in taste and character the 
Bordeaux and Burgundy grades. ‘The price of the medium grades 
of table wines is low enough, viz., 18s. and 19s. per doz. bottles, and 
the parties who have undertaken the business are possessed of 
sufficient capital to push it to the utmost. It is stated that the 
competition will have less effect upon the German than upon the 
French wines. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Department of 
a Science and Art at Dublin a communication to 
Sasneiate the effect that the Keeper of the Herbarium and 
7 ‘ Economic Collections, Professor Johnson, D.Sc., 
Botsnical Onjects is at present engaged in bringing together a 
in Dublin. typical collection of economic (botanical) ob- 
jects for the public galleries of the Economic Collection in 
Dublin. He proposes to imitate on a small scale the well-known 
Economic Museums at Kew. 
The above notice may be interesting to firms who might wish 
to exhibit economic botanical samples. 
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The name and address of the donor will be attached to the 
specimens, which will be suitably placed on exhibition in the 
specimen cases. 

The Economic Collection in Dublin is the only one of its kind 
in Ireland, and is at all times available to the public without 
charge. 

Carriage will be paid by the Department of Science and Art 
at Dublin. Printed matter, &c., and goods should be addressed to 
Dr. T. Johnson, Keeper of the Herbarium, Science and Art 
Museum, Dublin. Any reasonable expenses incurred in making 
the collection will be paid. 


GERMANY. 


The Imperial Statistical Office at Berlin has recently issued 
Trade in 1899 preliminary statistics relating to German trade 
following table, based on figures 
given in the official “ Reichs-Anzeiger,” shows the value of the 
imports for home consumption into the German Empire, and the 
exports of domestic produce and manufactures therefrom for the 
years 1897, 1898, and 1899. The figures for bullion and specie 
are also given. It should be noted that the figures in the following 
table are based on the valuations for 1898 :— 


Trade of Germany. 


1897, 1898. 1899. 
Imports— £ £ 
Merchandise 234,035,000 254,032,000 259,851,000 
Bullion and specie ee at 9,195,000 17,952,000 14,942,000 
Total ... «| 243,230,000 271,984,000 274,793,000 
Exports— ‘on 
Merchandise... ...| 181,750,000 187,828,000 199,571,000 
Bullion and specie pay wed 7,565,000 12,700,000 8,014,000 
Total ... | 189,315,000 | 200,528,000 | 207,585,000 
SPAIN. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” states that the Government received two 
: tenders for a steam tug intended for the 
Gormesment mouth of the Guadalquivir and the port of 


Contract. Seville, which they asked for in the early 
part of last year, one from the Spanish Company known as “ La 
Constructora Naval Espajiola,” and the other from the firm of 
Werf-Conrad, of Holland, and announces that the Government 
have now accepted the first named, which was to deliver in Seville 
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a tug steamer of 200 h.p., with a velocity of 10} miles an hour, 
for 159,000 pesetas (£4,900). The “Gazette” states the un- 
successful tenderer to have offered, delivered in Seville, a steam 
tug of 120 h.p., and a speed of 9 miles per hour, for 214,000 
pesetas (£6,600). 


BRAZIL. 
A communication, dated 18th January, has been received at the 
: Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Rio de 
Janeiro, reporting that a Decree issued on the 
‘ above date declares bubonic plague to be extinct 
at Santos, assimilating that place to Rio de Janeiro as a suspected 


port. 


COLOMBIA. 

The United States Consul at Medellin (United States of Colombia) 
in a recent report to his Government, says :— 
Exchange. “When quotations of exchange are given in 
Medellin, they are understood to refer to bills 
drawn on England at thirty days sight unless otherwise specified, 
and from these quotations the values of bills on other countries are 
determined in accordance with the intrinsic values of the respective 

monetary units. 

“Premium on exchange is computed upon thesomewhat inaccurate 
assumption that the par value of 20l. is exactly 100 Colombian 
gold pesos, whereas the true equivalent of 20/. is 100 gold pesos 
and 86 cents ; so that, taking the present current rate as an example, 
it is not quite correct to say that exchange is at 355 per cent. 
premium, because what we mean is that for 20/., the equivalent, 
not of 100 dols., but of 100°86 dols. (Colombian gold pesos), i.e., 
455 dols. in Colombian paper currency are charged. 

“The Colombian monetary system is based upon the French, the 
Colombian gold peso being worth exactly 5 francs, and the mone- 
tary units of the principal countries that have commercial relations 
with Colombia have the following values, expressed in Colombian 
gold pesos and thousandths :— 


Gold Pesos. 
British pound sterling 5:048 
American dollar 1-036 
French france she "200 


“ As the rates of exchange show, gold still circulated in Colombia 
in 1881, but it was gradually replaced by silver money. Later on, 
the silver peso piece containing 900 parts of pure silver to 100 of 
alloy, disappeared before the half-peso piece with 835 parts of pure 
metal to 165 parts of alloy ; and in 1886 this baser coin was in 
turn supplanted by the paper peso, the present legal tender of the 
country. The amount of paper money in circulation is officially 
stated to be 40,000,000 dols.” 
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Halifax.—The annual meeting of this Chamber was held on 24th 
January last, Mr. A. F. Firth, President, in the chair. 

The President, moving the adoption of the report, spoke of the 
action taken with regard to commercial education, and trusted that 
members of the Chamber would assist in the work by urging young 
men to attend the classes formed, and take the whole course. He 
further hoped that they would give to those who held certificates 
from the Chamber priority, everything else being equal, in con- 
sidering applications for employment. 

Regarding the visit of the Chinese Ambassador, he looked upon 
it as one that might be of the greatest interest to them in the 
future, owing to the good it might bring to the industries of the 
town. The year just closed was one of the most extraordinary, so 
far as industry was concerned, that had been witnessed. There 
were dangers, however, ahead of their commerce, and one was the 
export of machinery. In 1898 the export of textile machinery 
from the United Kingdom amounted to 6,628,000/. The 
bulk of that went to Russia, Germany, and India, but many 
other countries also took a large quantity. The worst of it was 
that these big exports were going to countries where labour was 
cheaper than in England, and where more facilities were given by 
the Government, or the railway companies, for the protection and 
distribution of goods. Another great danger was the coal question. 
The present output of the United States was larger than that of 
the United Kingdom, and coal could be bought in America at the 
pit mouth at 4s. 9d. per ton, as against 5s. 103d. paid in Great 
Britain. The result of this was that people in Lancashire were 
talking about bringing coal from America to Lancashire. What 
they had to think about, as manufacturers, was that they would 
have to have cheaper motive power. Either water or electricity 
would have to be employed within a short time in a very different 
fashion from that in which it was at present, and at prices, of course, 
that would pay for the using of it. The increased cost of rates and 
taxes, and increased interference with business by legislation, were 
also handicapping trade. Labour was higher, and he contended 
that, if it was higher, it should also be more effective. To add 
limitations to its effectiveness would be the means of business being 
transferred to countries where these limitations were not placed, 
and where effectiveness was greater. The President also spoke of 
the present tendency to amalgamate businesses, which had further 
developed during last year, and which was one of the signs of the 
times; but he did not look upon it as a bad movement, or one of 
any danger, except when these amalgamations were over-capitalised. 
He thought they effected a very much better organisation of pro- 
duction, prevented overlapping to a great extent, and increased 
greatly the facilities of distribution. The year upon which they 
had entered would, he hoped, be equally prosperous as the 
year 1898. 


Feb. 1, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 289 


Reports of British Chambers of Commerce. 


Manchester.— An ordinary meeting of the Board of Directors of 
the Chamber was held on the 24th January. 

The minutes of the Chemical Section Committee referred to the 
appointment by the President of the Board of Trade of a depart- 
mental committee “to consider various suggestions which have 
been made for developing the benefits afforded by the Patent Office 
to inventors.” On the motion for the adoption of the proceedings 
of the Chemical Committee it was resolved that representations 
should forthwith be made to Mr. Ritchie on this subject, asking 
that one or more manufacturers and inventors should be placed 
upon the departmental committee in order that due weight may 
be accorded to the knowledge and experience of inventors and 
manufacturers in its investigations and conclusions. 

The minutes of the Trade and Merchandise Marks Committee 
contained a resolution upon the registration of invented words 
as proprietary trade marks in the cotton classes—classes 23, 
24, and 25, in the following terms:—‘“It is the opinion of this 
committee that the registration of word marks in the cotton classes 
cannot be equitably carried out, owing to the danger of accepting 
words which (a) in one language or another refer to the quality of 
the goods to which they are applied, or (b) are the names or 
symbols of pictorial devices already on the register, without the 
consent of their proprietors, or (c) are in common use, or are 
colourable imitations of words in common use. The Board of 
Directors is requested therefore to make an appeal to the Board of 
Trade to promote .a bill exempting the cotton classes from the 
registration of word marks.” The Board approved this proceeding. 

The minutes of the African Committee reported upon the 
evidence given on behalf of the Chamber before the Colonial Office 
Departmental Committee appointed to consider the question of a 
special silver coinage for the British West African colonies by the 
Chairman, Mr. J. A. Hutton. It did not appear that any scheme 
of colonial coinage had been actually drawn up, and the Committee 
of Inquiry seemed inclined to approve of the suggestion offered on 
behalf of the Chamber that in consideration of the large profits at 
present realised on silver coinage by the home mint, grants should 
be made towards the cost of the development of the West African 
colonies from the British Treasury, which now receives all the 
profit on the silver coin supplied to these colonies. 

According to a judgment of a French law court given last year, 
afterwards confirmed by the Court of Appeal in Paris, no registra- 
tion of a design in France is valid unless the proprietor of it has a 
business establishment in that country. To the practical injustice 
of this decision, and the fact that it is not in accordance with the 
International Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property, 
of which France is a member, the attention of Lord Salisbury was 
drawn some time ago. The Chamber was then informed that the 
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subject was receiving the careful attention of Her Majesty’s 
Government. The question was also discussed at the autumnal 
meeting of the Association of Chambers of Commerce held at 
Belfast last September, and a resolution was then adopted urging 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to seek a remedy for 
“this unsatisfactory state of affairs.” The Board was informed 
recently that, in reply to a communication from the Association, 
Lord Salisbury had stated, under date of 20th December, 1899, 
that it was difficult to suggest a feasible remedy until France 
had provided by legislation for the adequate protection of trade 
designs. 

At the meeting referred to above, the annual report was 
presented. This dealt more particularly with the administration of 
the Indian Merchandise Marks Act; Sugar Bounties; the “‘ Open 
Door” in China; Merchandise Marks Act and the hank of dyed 
cotton yarns; Brazilian Customs Duties and Regulations; Test- 
ing House Management Committee, &c. 


Sheffield ——The annual meeting of this Chamber was held on the 
25th January last, Mr. H. P. Marsh, president, in the chair. 

The President, in moving the adoption of the report, said the 
business of the year had been of considerable importance. The 
Chamber, which was formed in the year 1857, had recently been 
reconstructed, and they hoped the establishment of trade sections 
would in future be one of its great features. They hoped that the 
coal trade, the cutlery and electro-plate trades, the steel trades, 
and the rolling mills would each form their own sections, and he 
thought the outcome of that might possibly be the establishment 
of an Exchange in Sheffield. The Chamber had paid great atten- 
tion to the smoke question as affecting re-heating and annealing 
furnaces, and they were all glad to see that the clauses on that 
matter were taken out of the Corporation Bill, chiefly as the 
result of the energetic action of the Chamber. They were not 
against boiler furnaces being looked after, but they must prevent 
trades being driven out of the city by the liability to vexatious 
prosecutions. The Chamber had kept in view the question of 
the metric systems of weights and measures and money, and were 
going to bring it before the Associated Chambers of Commerce in 
the spring. The way to have such a system effective was to have 
it taught to the scholars in the public elementary schools. 

The report was adopted, and the Council elected for the coming 
year. 
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Statement showing the quantities sold and average price of 
British corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial measure*, as 
received from the inspectors and officers of Excise in the week 
ended 27th January, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 


Bus. 


Qrs. 
Wheat 65,381 2 
Barley 108,357 3 


Oats . 17,814 6 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of 
the years from 1896 to 1899 :— 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 


Corre- 
sponding 
Week in 


Qrs. Bus. | Qrs. Bus. 


1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 


46,576 
.| 55,878 
.| 65,140 
75,032 


3 
1 
2 
1 


106,076 
91,998 
109,683 
93,061 


0 
1 
5 
6 


| 


| 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


291 
25 10 
2% 9 
16 4 
| 
Wheat. Barley. | ' Oats. | Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 
| 
| | | | 
| rs. 8. d. | s. d. | 
| 25,601 1 | 26 3 | 23 1 | “41 L 
| 17,823 4 | 318 | 247 | 16 8 
| | 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
Annual Series. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the followi 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottisw 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


‘Mack 


Place. 


Denmark ae --(1898. Supplementary)... 
Senegal and Dependencies 
German East Africa (Coast Towns) 


Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) . 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 
on subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued 
in 1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources:— 


No. 


| Price. 


520 


Belgium.—F lax Industry of Courtrai 
France.—Report on French Colonies 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued 
this year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


Price. 


Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin . 

Agreement between the ‘United Kingdom and} nce for the 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates... 

Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th December, 
1888, communication between the 
two countries .. ove 


hd. 
hd. 


hd. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued, and may be purchased from ne. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. : 


Annual. 
No. | Place. Price 
281 St. Vincent 13d. 
282 Hong Kong Ss 23d. 
283 Jamaica 4d. 


|| 
No. | iz | Price, 
2371 
2372 
2373 
2374 
op 
= 
= | —— | 
: 1 
| 
= 


